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If the following paragraphs were divided into two or
more parts, where should the di vision be made in order
to preserve unity in each part?
Would this division be
an improvement in anyone of the paragraphs?
Examine
the topic sentence and the contexts.
He found his kingdom in great confusion, the feudal chieftains having taken advantage of the troubles and irregularities
of a long interregnum to strengthen themselves in their posses·
sious, and place themselves above the power of the laws. James
sought to found the basis of his power in the affections of his
people. He attached the lower orders to him by the reformation of abuses, the temperate aud equable administration of
justice, the encouragement of the arts of peace, and the promotion of everything that could diffuse comfort, competency, and
innocent enjoyment th rough the humblest ranks of society. He
mingled occasionally among the common people in disguise;
visited their firesides j entered into their cares, their pursuits,
and their aruuaements ; informed himself of the mechanical
arts, and how they could best be patronized and improved j
aud was thus an all-pervading spirit watching with a benevolent eye over the meanest of his subjects. Having in this generous manner made himself strong in the hearts of the common
people, be turned himself to curb the power of the factious
nobility j to strip them of those dangerous immunities which
they had usurped j to punish such as had been guilty of flagrant
offences; and to bring the whole into proper obedience to the
crOWD.
For some time they bore this with outward submission, but with secret impatience and brooding resentment.
A
conspiracy was at length formed against his life, at the head of
which was his own uncle, Robert Stewart, Earl of Athol, who,
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being 000 old himself for the perpetration of the deed of blood,
instigated his grandson, Sir Robert Stewart, together with Sir
Robert Graham and others of less note, to commit the deed.
They broke into his bedchamber at the Dominican convent
near Perth, where he was residing, and barbarously murdered
him by oft-repeated wounds. His faithful queen, rushing to
throw her tender body between him and the sword, was
twice wounded in the ineffectual attempt to shield him from
the assassin j and it was not until she had been forcibly torn
from his person, that the murder was accomplished.-A
Royal
Poet.
The fondness for rural Iife among the higher classes of the
English has had a great and salutary effect upou the national
character.
I do not knox...· a finer race of men than the English
gentlemen.
Instead of the softness and effeminacy which characterize the men of rank in most countries, they exhibit a union
of elegance and strength, a robustness of frame and freshness
of complexion, which I am inclined to attribute to their living
so much in the open air, and pursuing so eagerly the iuvigorating recreations of the country. These hardy exercises produce
also a healthful tone of mind and spirits, and a manliness and
simplicity of manners, which even the follies and dissipations
of the town cannot easily pervert, and can never entirely destroy.
In the country, too, the different orders of society seem to approach more freely, to be more disposed to blend and operate
favorably upon each other. The distinctions between them do
not appear to be so marked and impassable as in the cities.
The manner in which property has been distributed into small
estates and farms bas established a regular gradation from the
noblemen, through the classes of gentry, small landed proprietors, and substantial farmers, down to the laboring peasantry j
and while it has thus banded the extremes of society together:
has infused into each intermediate rank a spirit of independence. This, it must be confessed, is not so universally the case
at present as it was formerly; the larger estates baving, in late
years of distress, absorbed the smaller, and, in some parts of the
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country, almost annihilated the sturdy race of small farmers.
These, however, ) believe, are but casual breaks in the general
system I have mentioned. - Hural Life 'in England.
In a morning's stroll along the banks of the Alnn, a beautiful little stream which flows down from the Welsh hills and
throws itself into the Dee, my attention was attracted to a
group seated on the margin. On approaching I found it to
consist of a veteran angler and two rustic disciples. The
former was an old fellow with a wooden leg, with clothes very
much but very carefully patched, betokening poverty honestly
come by and decently maintained.
His face bore the marks
of former storms but present fair weather, its furrows had been
worn into an habitual smile, lila iron-gray locks hung about his
ears, and he had altogether the good-humored air of a constitutional philosopher who was disposed to take the world as it.
went. One of his companions was a ragged wight with the
skulking look of au arrant poacher, and I'll warrant could find
his way to any gentleman's fish panel in the neighborhood ill
the darkest night. The other was a tall, awkward country lad,
with a lounging gait, and apparently somewhat of a rustic beau.
The old man was busy ill examining the maw of a trout which
he had just killed, to discover by its contents what insects were
seasonable for bait, and was lecturing on the subject to his companions, who appeared to listen with infinite deference. I have
a kind feeling towards all" brothers of the angle" ever since I
read Jzaak Walton. They are men, he affirms, of a mild, sweet,
and peaceable spirit" j and my esteem for them has been iucreased since 1 met with an old Trelyse of Fishing with the A ngl<r,
in which are set forth many of the maxims of their illoffensive
fraternity.
"Take good hede," sayeth this honest little tretyse,
"that in going about your disportes ye open no man's gates but
that ye shet them again. Also ye shall not use this forsayd
orafti disport for no covetousness to the encreasing and sparing of
your money only, but principally for your solace, and to cause
the helth of your body and specyally of your soule.' - The
II
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EXERCISE

XXII.

In the following examples, could the two paragraph,
be put into one without violating unity?
Can any reason
be given, especially in the first case, why the author kept
the paragraphs separate? Does not proportion sometimes
demand a new paragraph for a detail which might be included in the preceding paragraph?
The table was literally loaded with good cheer, and presented an epitome of country abundance in this season of over.
flowing larders. A distinguished post was allotted to "ancient
sirloin," as mine host termed it; being, as he added, "the
standard of old English hospitality, and a joint of goodly
presence, and full of expectation."
There were several dishes
quaintly decorated, and which had evidently something traditional in their embellishments; but about which, as I did not
like to appear over-curious, I asked no questions.
I could not, however, but notice a pie magnificently decorated with peacock's feathers, in imitation of the tail of that
bird, which overshadowed a considerable tract of the table.
This, the squire confessed with some little hesitation, was a
pheasant pie, though a peacock pie was certainly the most
authentical; but there had been such a mortality among the
peacocks this season that he could not prevail upon himself to
have one killed.- The Christmas Dinner.
The old gentleman was the only one really attentive to the
service. He took the whole burden of family devotion upon
himself, standing bolt upright, and uttering the responses with
a loud voice that might be beard all over the church.
It was
evident that he was one of these thorough church and king
men who connect the idea of devotion and loyalty j who consider the Deity, somehow or other, of the government party,
and religion "a vel'y excellent sort of thing, that ought to be
countenanced and kept up."
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When be joined so loudly in the service, it seemed more by
way of example to the lower orders, to show them that, though
so great and wealthy, be was not above being religious j as I
have seen a turtle-fed alderman swallow publicly a basin of
charity soup, smacking his lips at every mouthful and pronouncing it "excellent food for the poor." - The Count1'y Church.
Our first essay was along a mountain brook among the Highlands of the Hudson, a most unfortunate place for the execution of those pisca.tory tactics which had been invented along
the velvet margins of quiet English rivulets. It was one of
those wild streams that lavish among our romantic solitudes
unheeded beauties euougb to fill the sketch-book of a hunter of
the picturesque.
Sometimes it would leap down rocky shelves,
making small cascades over which the trees threw their broad
balancing sprays; and long nameless weeds hung in fringes
from the iurpendiug banks, dripping with diamond drops.
Sometimes it would brawl and {ret along a ravine ill the matted
shade of a forest, filling it with murmurs, and after this termagant career would steal forth into open day with the most
placid, demure face imaginable; as I have seen some pestilent
shrew of a housewife, after filling her home with uproar and
ill-humor, come dimpling alit of doors, swimming and curtseying and smiling upon all the world.
How smoothly would this vagrant brook glide at such times
through some bosom of green meadow-land among the mountains, where the quiet. was only interrupted by the occasional
tinkling of a bell from the lazy cattle among the clover, or the
sound of a woodcutter's axe from the neighboring forest 1Tlte Angler.

EXERCISE

XXIII.

III the following paragraphs the student will determtne
how continuity is obtained. The beginning of each sentence should be carefully examined.

iF
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They may, perhaps, have been disappointed in some unreasonable expectation of sudden gain.
They may have pictured
America to themselves an El Dorado, where gold and silver
abounded, and the natives were lacking in sagacity j and where
they were to become strangely and suddenly rich in some unforeseen but easy manner.
The same weakness of mind that
indulges absurd expectations, produces petulance in disappointment. Such persons become embittered against the country on
finding that there, as everywhere else, a man must sow before
he can reap; must win wealth by industry and talent i and
must contend with the common difficulties of nature and the
shrewdness of an intelligent and euterpi-iaing people.-English
Wl'iters on A merico.
Compare the third sentence with what r-recedea and what follows,
and study what its purpose is.
Though sometimes pursued and even surrounded
by the
settlers, yet Philip as often escaped almost miraculously from
their toils, and, plunging into the wilderness, would be lost to
all search or inquiry until he again emerged at some far-distant
quarter, laying the country desolate.
Among his strongholds
were the great swamps or morasses which extend in some parts
of New England, composed of loose bogs of deep black mud,
perplexed with thickets, brambles, rank weeds, the shattered
and mouldering trunks of fallen trees, overshadowed by lugubrious hemlocks.
The uncertain footing and the tangled mazes
of these shaggy wilds rendered them almost impracticable to
the white man, though the Indian could thtid their labyrinths
with the agility of a deer. Into one of these, the great swamp
of Pocasset Neck, was Philip once driven with a band of his
followers.
The English did not dare to purs-. ~ him, fearing to
venture into these dark and frightful recesses, where they might
perish in fens and miry pits or be shot down by lurking foes.
They therefore invested the entrance to the neck aud began to
build a. fort, with the thought of starving out the foe i but
Philip and his warriors wafted themselves on a raft oyer an
arm of the sea, in the dead of night, leaving the women and
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children behind, and escaped away to the westward, kindling
the flames of war among the tribes of Massachusetts and the
Nipmuck country. and threatening the colony of Connecticut.
- Philip of Pokanoket.
I had, beside all this, an earnest desire to see the great men
of the earth.
'Ve have, it is true, our great men in America:
not a city but has an ample share" of them. I have mingled
among them in my time, and been almost withered by the shade
into which they cast me i for there is nothing so baleful to a
small man as the shade of a great one, particularly the great
mall of a city.
But I was anxious to see the great Olen of
Europe j for I had read in the works of various philosophers,
that all animals degenerated in America, and man among the
number.
A great man of Europe, thought I, must therefore be
as superior to a great man of America, as a peak of the Alps to
a highland of the Hudson i and in this idea I was confirmed, by
observing the comparative importance and swelling magnitude
of many English travellers among us, who, J was assured, were
very little people in their own country.
I will visit this land of
wonders, thought I, and see the gigantic race from which I am
degenerated. - Tile A «thor's A ccount of Himself.
I do not wish to censure i but, surely, if the people of Liverpool had been properly sensible of what was due to 1\11'.Roscoe
and themselves, his library would never have been sold. Good
worldly reasons may, doubtless, be given for the circumstance,
which it ~vould be difficult to combat vvith others that might
seem merely fanciful; but it certainly appears to me such an
opportunity as seldom occurs, of cheering a noble mind etruggling under misfortunes, by one of the most delicate, but most
expressive tokens of public sympathy.
It is difficult, however,
to estimate a man of genius properly who is daily before our
eyes. He becomes mingled and confounded with other men.
His great qualities lose their novelty, we become too familiar
with the common materials which form the basis even of the
loftiest character.
Some of Mr. Roscoe's townsmen may regard
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him merely as a man of business j others as a politician j all
find him engaged like themselves in ordinary occupations, and
surpassed, perhaps, by themselves on some points of worldly
wisdom. Even that amiable and unostentatious simplicity of
character which gives the nameless grace to real excellence, may
cause him to be undervalued by some coarse minds, who do not
know that true worth is always void of glare and pretension.
But the man of letters who speaks of Liverpool, speaks of it as
the residence of Roscoe. - The intelligent traveller who visits
it, inquires where Roscoe is to be seen. - He is the literary
Iandmurk of the place, indicating its existence to the distant
scholar. - He is like Pompey's Column at Alexandria, towering
alone in classic dignity. - Roscoe.

EXERCISE

XXIV.

The following paragraphs are assigned for exercise
in the study of proportion.
The student will find out
what detail receives fullest treatment, and determine, if
possible, the reason.
In the height of this literary masquerade, a cry suddenly
resounded from evel'y side, of Thieves I thieves J" I looked,
and 10' the portraits about the walls became animated I The
old authors thrust out, first a head, then a shoulder, from the
call vas, looked down curiously for an insbaut npou the motley
throng, and then descended, with fury in their eyes, to claim
their rifled property.
The scene of scampering and hubbub
that ensued baffles all description.
The unhappy culprits
endeavored in vain to escape with their plunder.
On aile side
might be seen half a dozen old monks, stripping a modern
professor j on another, there was sad devastation carried into
the ranks of modern dramatic writers. Beaumont and Fletcher,
side by side, raged round the field like Castor and Pollux, and
sturdy Ben Jonson enacted more wonders than when a vclunteer with the army in Flanders.
As to 'the dapper little
II
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compiler of Iarragos mentioned some time since, he had arrayed
himself in as many patches and colors as Harlequin, and there
was as fierce a couteution of claimants about him, as about the
dead body of Patroclus.
I was grieved to see lIlany men to
whom I had been accustomed to look up with awe and reverence,
fain to steal off with scarce a rag to cover their nakedness.
Just then my eye was caught by the pragrnatical old gentleman
in the Greek grizzled wig, who was scrambling away in sore
affright with half a score of authors in full cry after him. They
were close upon his haunches: in a twinkling off ...vent his wig;
at every turn some strip of raiment was peeled away j until in
a few moments, from his domineeting pomp, he shrunk into a
little, pursy, "chopped bald shot," and made his exit with only
a few tags and rags fluttering at his back. - The A rt of Bookmaking.
wbo are the authors that are described more \n detail?
reason, see the preceding paragraphs of the sketch.

For the

The successor of Alexander was Metacomet, or King Philip,
as he was called by the settlers on account of his loIty spirit
and ambitious temper.
These, together with his well-known
energy and enterprise, had rendered him an object of great
jealousy and apprehension,
and he was accused of having
always cherished a secret and implacable hostility towards the
whites.
Such may very probably and very naturally have been
the case. He considered them as originally but mere intruders
into the country, who had presumed upon indulgence and were
extending an influence baneful to savage life. He saw the
whole race of his countrymen melting before them from the
face of the earth, their territories slipping fWID their hands,
and their tribes becoming feeble, scattered, and dependent.
It
may be said that the soil was originally purchased by the
settlers; but who does not know the nature of Indian purchases
in the early periods of colonization?
The Europeans always
made thrifty bargains through their superior adroitness in
traffic, and they gained vast accessions of territory by easily
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provoked hostilities.
An uncultivated savage is never a nice
inquirer into the refinements of Jaw by which an injury may be
gradually and legally inflicted. Leading facts are all by which
he judges j and it was enough for Philip to know that before
the intrusion of the Europeans his countrymen were lords of
the soil, and that now they were becoming vagabonds in the
land of their fathers. - Philip of Pokanoket.
The paragraph gives the probable causes of Pbillp's hostility
towards the whites. What reason is the most important and
therefore most fully developed? In this and the preceding para.
graph notice for what place the author reserves the particulars
requiring fuller treatment.

EXERCISE

xxv,

In the following paragraphs the student will see if the
principal subject of the paragraph remains prominent
throughout.
For this purpose it should be the subject
of each of the succeeding sentences 01' be prominently
referred to in them.
Wherever a change of subject
occurs, the student should examine whether it is so
introduced as not to distract the reader's attention from
the main point.
He has shown how much may be done for a place in hours
of leisure by one mnater-spirit, and how completely it can give
its OWl) impress to surrounding objects. Like his own Lorenzo
De' Medici, Oll whom he seems to have fixed his eye as on a pure
model of antiquity, he has interwoven the history of his life
with the history of his native town, and has made the foundations of its fame the monuments of his virtues.
'V-hel'ever you
go in Liverpool, you perceive traces of his footsteps ill all that
is elegant and liberal.
He found the tide of wealth flowing
merely in the channels of traffic; he has diverted from it
invigorating rills to refresh the garden of literature.
By his
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own example and constant exertions, he bas effected that union
of commerce and the intellectual pursuits, so eloquently recommended in one of his latest writings; and has practically
proved how beautifully they may be brought to harmonize, and
to benefit each other. The noble institutions for literary and
scientific purposes, which reflect such credit on Liverpool,
and are giving such an impulse to the public mind, have mostly
been originated, and have all been effectively promoted,
MI'. Roscoe j and when we consider the rapidly increasing
opulence and magnitude of that town, which promises to vie in
commercial importance with the metropolis, it will be perceived
that in awakening an ambition of mental improvement among
its inhabitants, he has effected a great benefit to the cause of
British literature. - Roscoe.

by

The demand for variety in the structure of a paragraph sometimes interferes with the prominence of the subject, but it should
never interfere to the extent of diverting the reader's attention
from the chief topic. In the first part of the last sentence above,
the principal subject leaves its usual place, but receives instead an
emphatic position at the end of the clause.
On entering the amphitheatre, new objects of wonder presented themselves.
On a level spot in the centre was a company
of odd-looking personages playing at nine-pins.
They were
dressed in quaint outlandish fashion ; some wore short doublets.
others jerkins, with long knives in their belts, and most of them
had enormous breeches of similar style with that of the guide's.
Their visages, too, were peculiar: one had a large head, broad
face, and small piggish eyes j the face of another seemed to
consist entirely of nose, and was surmounted by a white sugarloaf hat, set off with a little red cock's tail. They all had
beards of various shapes and colors. There was one who seemed
to be the commander. He was a. stout old gentleman with a
weather-beaten countenance; he wore a laced doublet, broad
belt and hanger, high-crowned bat and feather, red stockings,
and high-heeled shoes with roses in them. The whole group
reminded Rip of the figures in an old Flemish painting in the
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parlor of Dominie Van Bchaick, the village parson, and which
had been brought over from Holland at the time of the settlement.-Rip Van W-inkle.
The prepositional phrase in the first sentence is put at the beginning for the sake of connection with the preceding paragraph.
The inversion in the second sentence throws the emphasis on the
topic of the paragraph. Such an inversion IS not rare at the beginning of paragraphs. The style is somewhat colloquial and is not
deserving of imitation in places; cf. and which."
II

